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or compensating factors which correspond with the prob-
lems life presents in actuality.
This is not to be marvelled at, since these images are
deposits, representing the accumulated experience of
thousands of years of struggle for adaptation and
existence. Every great experience in life, every profound
conflict, evokes the treasured wealth of these images and
.brings them to inner perception; as such, they become
accessible to consciousness only in the presence of that
degree of self-awareness and power of understanding
which enables a man also to think what he experiences
instead of just living it blindly. In the latter case he
actually lives the myth and the symbol without know-
ing it.
4. The Relativity of the Symbol
(a) The Service of Woman and the Service of the Soul
The Service of God is the Christian principle which
reconciles the opposites; with Buddhism it is service of the
Self (self-development); while the principle of solution
suggested by Goethe and Spitteler is service of the $oul}
symbolized in the service of woman.
Contained herein is the principle of modern individual-
ism on the one hand, and on the other a primitive poly-
daemonism which assigns, not merely to every race but to
every tribe, every family, even to every individual, its own
religious principle.
The medieval material in Faust possesses its quite
extraordinary importance, because it is actually a medieval
element which stands at the cradle of modern individualism.
Individualism seems to have begun with the service of
woman, thereby effecting a most important reinforcement
of man's soul as a psychological factor; since service of
woman wans service of the soul. This is nowhere more